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policy; the ship of state veered with every wind
and ran first on one sand bank and then on
another. At a moment when the wind was blow-
ing towards Russia Scharnhorst was despatched
to conclude a military convention with the Tsar.
Alexander met him more than half way, promising
to consider any occupation of Prussian territory
by the French as a casus belli against the latter
power. Scharnhorst returned with a document
all ready for the King's ratification. But it was
too late, the wind had already changed; honeyed
words from Napoleon, coupled with apprehensive,
even terrifying, reports from his own councillors
had completely won Frederick William for a
renewal of the old subserviency to France. Blucher
was more immediately affected than any one else;
for the work of fortifying Colberg and training
extra soldiers, with which he had so long been
occupied, was now deliberately abandoned-
ordered to cease at once.

Worse still, as a scapegoat was needed, a victim
to propitiate the wrathful Napoleon, Blucher was
chosen as that victim. He had finally been
caught red-handed with 7000 " crimpers" by the
French consul sent from Stettin to spy upon him.
The French ambassador formally demanded his
dismissal from the army.

The King wrote to Blucher on November nth,
1811, in an extremely friendly tone but intimating
that he was under the necessity of sending him
into a sort of banishment: